ensues, a great quantity of nitrous gas and Carbonic acid
gas is emitted 5 and when the effervesgence ceases, and
the liquid in the retort is allowed to cool, a number of
small transparent crystals appeajr in it. These crystals
constitute a peculiar acid, which has received the name
of oxalic acid, because it exists ready formed, a.s Scheele
has proved, in the oxalis acetosella, or wood-sorrel. At
first, however, it was called the acid of sugar> or the
saccharine acid.

As the earliest and best account of the oxalic acid
was published by Bergmaq, he was for a long time
reckoned the discoverer of it 5 but Mr Ehrhart, one of
Scheele's intimate friends, informs us, that the world is
indebted for its knowledge of this acid to that illustri-
ous chemist *, and Hermbstadt and Westrumb assign the
discovery to the same author f. The assertions of these
gentlemen, who had the best opportunity of obtaining
accurate information, are certainly sufficient to establish
the fact, that Scheele was the real discoverer of oxalic
acid,

1. Bergman gives us the following process for ob~ Prep
taining this acid : " Put one ounce of white sugar pow-
dered into a tubulated retort, with three ounces of
strong nitric acid, the specific gravity of which is to
that of water as 1*567. When the solution is over, du-
ring which many fumes of the nitrous acid escape, let
a receiver be fitted, and the liquor made to boil, by
which abundance of nitrous gas is expelled. When the
liquor in the retort acquires a reddish-brown colour,
add three ounces more of nitric acid, and cdntinue the

* Elwert's Magazine for Apothecaries, 1785, part i. p. 54*
f Keir's Dictionary,
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